
Last November we had our first Council 

meeting of the 2017/2018 year in Hamilton, 

ON where a lot of decisions were made 

on upcoming events. Danielle Beck, our 

recent Lifetime Member inductee and 

past Council President, became AGM & 

Conference Co-Chair. She then decided she 

wanted to do something special for the 

Conference this year, being our 40th year in 

operation and voted that we have it in 

Hamilton again. If you are not aware, it was in 

Hamilton where our great Association 

began. Therein lay the beginnings of 

“CACPT40”. Watch for upcoming announce-

ments on the Conference, as well as other 

social events, including our 3rd Annual 

Norman Pearson Golf Classic and our 2018 

Alberta Conference.  

Speaking of Conferences, on page  I P6

provide a brief article on the 2017 AGM 

& Conference held in Niagara Falls, ON 

last year. Despite a College strike, the 

Conference was a big success.  Thank you to 

all of the students that took it upon them-

selves to attend, as well as our speakers 

and sponsors. I received a lot of great 

feedback on the Conference, including 

the barbeque luncheon, provided by the 

Crowne Plaza.  

Sadly, at last year’s Conference, David 

French, our long time Council Member

and past Treasurer and Vice President, 

announced that he would be taking some 

time off from the Association to concentrate 

on  his  career  and  family. 

We will certainly miss his presence and 

guidance on Council. Thank you, David, for all 

your years of support! 

Council also lost our long time BC Repre- 

sentative, Mercedes Braun, who also 

decided to concentrate on family and career, 

as well as Sean O’Raw, our past Treasurer, 

who thought it was time to pass the torch. 

Thank you to Mercedes and Sean for all 

their hard work and support throughout 

the years. 

If you haven’t heard, Joan Keating (TechTALK 

Member Spotlight, Spring/Summer, 2016), 

retired from Mohawk College last year. Joan 

was not only my professor at Mohawk, but 

was also a big supporter and champion for 

CACPT. Ann Edwards, one of our past BC
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...continued from P1 

representatives and supporters, also retired 

last year. The CACPT thanks you both and 

wishes you a happy retirement!  

Luckily, the torch has been passed and we 

have some old and new faces back on 

Council, including Lauren Kubilis, who took 

on the Vice President role and one of 

our Lifetime Members, Brian Hutchison, 

assumed the role as Treasurer. Bryan 

Bachorski, past President, has also joined 

us back on Council to provide a hand with 

Council matters and James Warren joined 

our Council family, providing a fresh outlook 

on matters. Thanks to all of you for your 

continued support.  

A big thank you to Stephen Morriss, our 

Member Spotlight this issue, page . P3

Stephen exudes professionalism and has 

stepped up on certain matters with Council, 

including taking on the role as Co-chair, 

along with Steve Loughran, of the Norman 

Pearson Golf Classic. Thank you to Stephen 

for his hard work and support.   

To our members: don’t forget to use our 

Venngo Rewards program for savings and 

discounts on entertainment, dining and 

shopping. 

“CACPT40” should be an exciting and social 

year for the Association. Look out for 

upcoming workshops and social events in 

Alberta, British Columbia, as well as Ontario, 

planned by our Council Members this year. 

I look forward to attending and meeting all

 of you at an event.  

As always, remember to “Stay Connected” 

with the Association and with each other.

George T. Zajac, 

CPT, MCIP, RPP

Executive Director, CACPT 

On October 13, 2017, the 2nd Annual Alberta Conference and Workshop was held at the 

World Trade Center in Edmonton, Alberta. This year’s theme was “Environmental Stewardship 

and Land Use Planning”. Our speakers were Michelle Oullette, RPP, MCIP, Senior Planner, 

Planning Coordination, City of Edmonton and Jocelyn Thrasher-Haug, M.Sc., P.Ag., P.Biol., 

Manager, Environmental Planning, Strathcona County. Among her portfolio, Michelle has 

recently been working to advance a pilot project implementing the Ecological Network 

throughout the Decoteau Area to retain this resource for future generations. Jocelyn has 

demonstrated an ability to identify and resolve complex issues with a variety of stakeholders 

regarding environmental planning within the context of increasing urban, rural and industrial 

development. Applying twenty years of ecological assessment experience in context of 

conservation opportunities and planning challenges on the developing landscape has 

resulted in Strathcona  County  being  a  recognized  leader  in  the  application  of  conserva-

tion  tools. 

 

Our very own Lauren Kubilis, CPT, current Vice President, attended on our behalf and provided 

the delegates an overview of the CACPT and the advantages of being a member with the 

designation. Also planned was a social event for the delegates after the Conference at the 

Craft Beer Market in Edmonton. 

Thank you to our speakers, as well as our sponsors, the City of Edmonton and Strathcona 

County for their support. A big thank you to Olds College for attending, including George 

Gaeke. Also, much appreciation to Dan Boric, Ben Miesener and Justin Young for organizing 

and attending the event. Our Alberta Council members never cease to amaze me. Thank you 

so much for all your hard work and diligence. I look forward to this year’s Conference and 

Workshop in Alberta. 

George T. Zajac, CPT, MCIP, RPP 

Executive Director, CACPT
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Stephen with his interview skills, his resume and social media networking. As there was 

seemingly no work in and around the London area at that time, his search took him into the 

booming cities of the Waterloo Region. "I had no choice but to start looking in other cities. As a 

single father this was really hard for me to make the decision to relocate. In the meantime, I 

went back into construction to pay the bills while still actively searching for work in the 

planning  field". 

Stephen was thrilled when a role as a councillor became available in the CACPT. 

“I jumped at the chance to be a member of council. This was an opportunity for me to give 

...continued on P4

Stephen Morriss, a full member of the 

CACPT since 2015, was born in London, 

Ontario and raised in Kitchener, Ontario. He 

graduated from Fanshawe College's GIS and 

Urban Planning Program in London, Ontario, 

in 2013 and afterwards began working as a 

GIS & Planning Technician IBI Group in 

Waterloo, Ontario. After graduation, Stephen 

began actively applying for various positions 

across Ontario to gain real world experience. 

He states that, "It took patience and determi-

nation to land my first position in the Urban 

Planning field. It seemed like every position I 

applied for required a minimum of two to 

three years of relevant experience in the 

related  field". 

He actively sent out resumes, cover letters 

and portfolios to almost every planning 

consulting company within the London and 

surrounding area. "I must have submitted 

over 100 resumes. It was frustrating because 

I knew I had the necessary skills to succeed 

in the field". To prepare and market himself as 

a young and upcoming Planning Technician, 

he worked on enhancing his professional 

portfolio. He reached out to George Zajac 

who took him under his wing and assisted

After exhausting searches and multiple 

interviews, Stephen accepted an entry level 

position at IBI Group as a GIS & Planning 

Technician in Waterloo. There he worked

on site plans for infill developments and 

aggregate resource sites, draft plans for 

the upcoming subdivisions within the 

Waterloo region, creating graphics for 

public information centers and managed 

the office's GIS data warehouse. After 

working with IBI Group Waterloo for two 

years, Stephen attempted to relocate back 

to his family and applied for an internal

transfer to the IBI Group's London Office. 

When this wasn't successful, Stephen 

To this day, Stephen remains very involved 

in the conceptual design of site plans and 

subdivisions as he still uses AutoCAD and 

other design software in his position. This 

also includes managing the department's 

data warehouse. “This role has been great 

for understanding how the development 

process works from land acquisition to 

assumption.  I have the pleasure of working 

with a very knowledgeable team in a great  

 

applied and successfully obtained a full 

time position as a Land Technician for Sifton 

Properties Limited in London, Ontario. He 

now assists senior project management with 

the construction of municipal infrastructure 

including subdivisions, site plans, commer-

cial lands, condominiums, parklands and 

storm water management ponds. He also  

manages the topsoil and fill inventory, 

assists in the coordination of utility installa-

tion, sidewalk, curb and asphalt installation, 

reviews engineering documents and 

plans, and coordinates the remedial works 

required by various municipalities for 

assumption  of  municipal  plans. 

working environment. I also have the 

opportunity work with some of the best 

outside professionals from various different 

fields of expertise. I have the ability now to 

utilize my 20+ years of construction experi-

ence and the knowledge I obtained from 

Fanshawe College to create places to live, 

work and play and literally watch it become a 

reality from the ground up. I am very proud to 

be  a  part  of  this  team”. 

“I had no choice but to start looking in other cities. As a single 

father this was really hard for me to make the decision to relo-

cate. In the meantime, I went back into construction to pay the 

bills while still actively searching for work in the planning field". 

Member Spotlight: 
Stephen Morriss, 
CPT
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Completing our first year in the Urban and Regional Planning 

Technician Program at Mohawk College proved to be a challenging 

but rewarding experience for myself and my peers. Not only did we 

have the honour of being taught by some of the most passionate 

professionals in the field, we also had the privilege of becoming 

members of the CACPT. Working alongside peers of different ages 

and levels of education has given us the opportunity to use our 

individual skills and expertise to improve our academic abilities as a 

group. The determination of the students learning and overcoming 

the difficulties encountered with programs such as AutoCad and 

ArcGIS is never ending and makes me proud to be a part of such a 

skilled and determined group. We anxiously await to see what 

second year brings and its new challenges. We wholeheartedly thank 

the CACPT and the faculty members of Mohawk College for giving us 

a memorable first year experience.

Eric Crapsi

Mohawk College Student

The weather was perfect for the 2017 CACPT 2nd Annual Norman 

Pearson Golf Classic. With smiles all around, a hint of competitive-

ness was in the air. We knew the day would be fun upon meeting at 

the Paris Grand Golf Club. Our diverse group ranged from students to 

long standing members and beginner to advanced golfers. With 14 

attendees we more than doubled attendance from the previous year.

During the catered lunch after the front nine holes, we were honoured 

having Glenn Scheels of co-sponsor GSP attend to discuss the future 

redevelopment of the Paris Grand Golf Course. Thank you to Glenn for 

his insightful presentation and GSP staff for attending. After a short 

awards ceremony, the group went back out to tackle the final nine 

holes of this beautifully groomed course. 

Our event organizers thank the hard working staff at the Paris 

Grand for providing an excellent venue. Thank you again to all who 

attended and made it memorable. We hope everyone had a fun 

and informative day and we look forward to seeing you this year. 

Stephen Morriss

Councillor at Large, CACPT

...continued from P3 

back to the Association that has given me so 

much. Without members like George Zajac, 

Kris Orsan and Lauren Kubilis, my potential 

would have never been fully realized. I 

owe a lot to them and to the Association.” 

He now proudly sits as the Co-Chair for the 

Annual Norman Pearson Golf Classic which 

was a huge success this past June. He also 

assists in other areas of the CACPT, support-

ing council in Outreach/Promo and Merit 

Committees. Finally, Stephen notes, “The 

only way to be successful in this field is to 

never stop learning. Even though you are a 

graduate and you think you know everything 

you need to know, you don't. There are many 

members like myself that are more than 

willing to lend you their expertise and 

experience to assist you in your job searches 

if you want it. Take advantage of it and don't 

be afraid to reach out to us. Attend the 

functions and get involved because 

networking is a powerful tool in this field.”
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URPT Program at Mohawk College
nd

CACPT 2  Annual 
Norman Pearson Golf Classic

Thank you to Eric for preparing the article and his assistance 

on Council.

George T. Zajac, CPT, MCIP, RPP 

Executive Director, CACPT

Thank you to Stephen for all of his 

hard work on Council.

George T. Zajac, CPT, MCIP, RPP 

Executive Director, CACPT



Alex Herlovitch, Director of Planning, 

Building and Development, City of Niagara 

Falls, welcomed delegates with a discussion 

on the history of tourism planning in Niagara 

Falls and brought forth interesting historical 

facts about past guests to the Falls.

within the downtown area of Niagara Falls.

Ellen Savoia, Senior Planner and Associate 

Landscape Architect .  Niagara Parks 

Commission. took the delegates through the 

extensive showcase of the Parks network 

within the City, as well as the Region of 

Niagara.

As I say every year, the AGM & Conference is 

not only a great way to learn about a new 

subject related to our field, but also a great 

and convenient way to catch up with old 

school friends or work colleagues and this 

year was no exception.  It is fantastic to see 

that we are all practicing our “Staying 

Connected” to the Association and to each 

other.

Despite the strike, thank you to all the 

Mohawk and Fanshawe students that took it 

upon themselves to attend the Conference.  

I personally applaud all of you for your 

initiative.

Khaldoon Ahmad, Urban Design Manager, 

Niagara Region, presented Investing in 

Design, featuring urban design opportuni-

ties and successes, including Market Square 

in Welland, the Region's International Plaza, 

and King Street in Lincoln.

On behalf of Lauren Kubilis, my Conference 

Co-Chair this year and the Executive 

Council, thank you to all those who attended 

this year, our speakers, volunteers and 

our sponsors. Again, without all of you, 

there would be no AGM & Conference.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in 

Hamilton for 'CACPT40'.

Regards,

George T. Zajac, CPT, MCIP, RPP

Executive Director & 2017 AGM 

& Conference Co-Chair

The Association's Annual General Meeting and Professional Development Conference was held on October 20, 2017 in Niagara Falls, ON. This 

year's theme was “Planning for Tourism” and was designed to inform the delegates of all the planning that goes into the tourism industry in the 

Niagara Region, including Niagara Parks, Urban Design for Tourism, as well as the planning behind the City of Niagara Falls. As always, there 

were  informative  tours  and  networking  opportunities  for  all  who  attended.

The afternoon workshops and tours provided some diversity for the delegates, including our very own Brian Hutchison's, current CACPT 

Treasurer, workshop on How to Start Your Own Business. Delegates were impressed with Mat Vaughan's presentation on Winery Planning and 

his own personal stories being owner and operator of Hounds of Erie Winery. Alex Herlovitch provided a historical walking tour of sites 
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Diamond Platinum Gold Silver Bronze
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Thank You to Our 2017 Sponsors
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2017 CACPT Awards

Les Boggs, CPT – 30 Year 

Tenure Award

Steve Loughran, CPT – 30 

Year Tenure Award

Reza Barzanjah, CPT – 15 

Year Tenure Award

Laureen Choi, CPT – 15 

Year Tenure Award

Angela Buonamici, CPT – 5 

Year Tenure Award

Darka Jensen, CPT – 10 

Year Tenure Award

Kris Orsan, CPT – 10 Year 

Tenure Award 

Kathy Jazvac, CPT – 10 

Year Tenure Award

Merit & Tenure Awards  - Presented by Danielle Beck
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2017 CACPT Awards

James Warren, CPT – 5 

Year Tenure Award

Danielle Beck, CPT – 

Lifetime Member Award

City of Niagara Falls (Alex 

Herlovitch) – CACPT Public 

Sector Employer of the Year

T. Johns Consulting Group 

(James Warren & Katelyn 

Gillis) – CACPT Private 

Sector Employer of the Year

Mohammad Kamruzzaman 

– CACPT Infill Design Award 

– 170 Broadway, Welland, 

ON

Steve Loughran, CPT – 

CACPT Community Design 

Award – Hunt Club Estates 

Neighbourhood

Angela Buonamici, CPT – 

CACPT Redevelopment 

Design Award – 

Prudhommes Landing

Merit & Tenure Awards  - Presented by Danielle Beck and Kris Orsan



Centre of Geographic Sciences (COGS)

Langara College

Fanshawe College

Olds College
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2017 Award of Excellence – 

Erin van Deudekom

Presenter – Ed Symons

2017 Dr. Norman Pearson 

Bursary – Randy Fredericks

Presenter – Ed Symons

2017 Dr. Norman Pearson 

Bursary – Katelyn Crowley

Presenter – Danielle Beck, 

CPT

2017 Award of Excellence – 

Lex Dominiak

2017 Dr. Norman Pearson 

Bursary – Tory Lawson

Presenter – Kathryn Nairne

2017 Award of Excellence – 

Jasmin Brinovcar

Presenter – Russell Schnurr

2017 CACPT Awards

2017 Award of Excellence – 

Emily McKinnon

Presenter – George Gaeke

2017 Dr. Norman Pearson 

Bursary – Jherek Hallett



Mohawk College

On February 24, 2018, Kris Orsan, CACPT President, and his partner had their first baby, a girl. The little 

Planning Technician came into this world at 7lbs, 11oz. Both Mom and Dad are  doing well. We expect 

that her first word will be CACPT.  

Congratulations to Kris, Mom and baby! 

Ann Edwards, CPT (left), Mercedes Braun, CPT (right)

cacpt.org

2017 CACPT Awards

2017 Dr. Norman Pearson 

Bursary – Charles Ballarano

Presenter – Danielle Beck, 

CPT

2017 Award of Excellence – 

Daniel Zombori

Presenter – Danielle Beck, 

CPT

Kris Orsan, CPT - Baby Announcement 
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Ann Edwards, CPT  Retirement Lunch









Job Circulations – Members receive job circulations by some of the best employers across Canada. Employers come to us first,  knowing  we 

have the largest contact list for Planning Technicians in Canada.

Representation – CACPT has been the recognized voice for Planning Technicians since 1978 or for the past 40 years! We are THE advocate for 

Planning Technicians in Canada and are part of school advisory Committees and interact with governmental representatives for our members.

Code of Ethics and By-law – We have an established Professional Code of Ethics and By-law, which the Association maintains and adheres to 

in a professional manner. 

Designation – Our designation is one of the compulsory criteria by employers when hiring Planning Technicians. Job circulations ask for 

Planning Technicians to have this designation when applying for  positions  across  the  country.

Networking – Our Professional Development Conference and Annual General Meeting, as well as workshops, socials, forums and social media 

provide opportunities for members to interact with one another  and  learn  from  each  other.

Continued Learning and Development – Our conferences, workshops, newsletters, surveys and website provide our members with continu-

ing education and knowledge that pertains to our profession and  fellow  members  across  the  country.

Awards & Recognition – Our awards of excellence, tenure and merit, as well as bursaries, recognize employers and members for outstanding 

work and dedication within our profession and Association.

Venngo Rewards Program – Membership savings on shopping, dining and entertainment.

thePersonal Membership Rates – As a member, save on Home and Auto Insurance.

Retiring? – If you are a member retiring in the near future or have retired, perhaps you would like to volunteer on Council or dedicate some time 

to our workshops or Conference? We would love to hear from you. E-mail us at or . director@cacpt.org admin@cacpt.org

Graduated Students – For those students who graduated, be sure to keep us updated with your new e-mail and contact information so that you 

can continue to receive the job circulations and announcements. E-mail us your new information at .  admin@cacpt.org

Job Circulations – For all employers, do not forget that CACPT offers free Job Circulations for summer employments! We also offer reasonable 

rates for year round circulations to over 500 members!  E-mail  to take advantage of this benefit.admin@cacpt.org

2018 Membership Invoices – A gentle reminder that our 2018 Membership Fees are due by March 31, 2018.
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CACPT New Members

cacpt.org

Fanshaw College 

First Year Students

Karissa Berezuik

Kayd Brown

Emily Byford-Vicri

Xavier Chevrete

Jessica Gregotski

Tammy Thibert

Matheus Chiapetti

Dalton Christmas

Matias Cueva Cevallos

Milo Cullen

Andrew Daniell

Jacob Deaville

Kaedyn Griffiths

Nathan Hanas

Oliver Hanington

Jamie Hood

Sarah Kooistra

Michel Kortas

Brett Longfield

Riley Mast

Ryan Maxwell

Juan Sebastian Munoz

Nawal Muzaffar

Austin Rae

Jessica Pallant

Jacob Parker

Kevin Peco

Dylan Roode

Shayton Seiler

Alex Sherry

Matthew Shier

Justin Soldo

Liam Tapp

Joel Thibert

Gabriel Vencio

Ryan Voisin

Oran Young

Mohawk College 

First Year Students

Sasha Alexander

Guilherm Almeida

Ava Barnett

Emma Bodo

Michaela Campbell

Charles Carroll

Gong Chen

Paul Clarke

Tage Crooks

Kevin D'Souza

Jermaine Decosta

Jacob Divinski

Laura Drennan

Lisa Duong

Mackenzi Farrant

Jack Graham

Hanna Hack

William Jenkins

Anna Kulesza

Ashley Lee

Ryan Lee

Janice Li

Robert Marsalla

David Martin

Michale Mirizio

Tran Nguyen

 Peter Owsianka

Keith Mar Penetrante

Katelyn Purdy

Sarah Rooyakkers

Zain Shahdin

Alauna Tindall

Alyssa Vaccari

Magda Vasile

Andrew Washington

Justin Waud

Shania Wonfor

New & Upgraded

Associate Members

Fahad Abrahani, Langara  

  

Jacob Dionne,   

Alexander Planning 

  

Libaan Geedi 

   

Imran Khan 

  

Shelley Hatrick  

     

Stephanie Hodgson 

     

Luis Juarez,    

City of Markham  

 

Justin Jurincic, IBI 

   

Amandeep Kalsi, Coriolis 

Consulting Corp.  

Mohammad Kamruzzaman, 

Better Neighbourhoods Inc.  

     

Carly LaScala Dowe,   

Ministry of Natural Resources 

 

Michelle Nicol,    

GSP Group

New & Upgraded

Full Members

Mary Adams,

Town of Orangeville 

     

Carmela Agro, 

Urban Solutions  

    

Daniel Brutto,

City of Markham

Katelyn Capone, 

Korsiak Urban Planning

      

Brianne Comley,  

Hamilton Halton Home 

Builders' Association

      

Michelle Desan,

City of Thunder Bay

Michael Doyle,

City of Edmonton 

     

Kaitlin Friesen,

MMM  

    

Noor Hermiz,

Municipality of Chatham Kent 

     

Ryan Kearns,

Gerrard Design Associates Inc. 

     

Ashley Kirec, IBI Group

      

Aleshia Kwasny,

Town of Beaumont 

Kayla Medeiros,

City of Hamilton

Lena Richarz, CanACRE Ltd.

New Students From Seneca 

College

Joanne Huy

Ahsan Rasheed
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President

Kris Orsan, CPT

president@cacpt.org

Vice President

Lauren Kubilis, CPT

vicepresident@cacpt.org

Registrar

Diane LeBreton CPT, MCIP, RPP

registration@cacpt.org

Secretary

Ashley Kirec

secretary@cacpt.org

Treasurer

Brian Hutchison, CPT

treasurer@cacpt.org

Executive Director

George T. Zajac, CPT, MCIP, RPP

director@cacpt.org

Administration

Cathy Burke

admin@cacpt.org

Councillors at Large

Stephen Morriss, CPT 

stephen.morriss@cacpt.org

Danielle Beck, CPT

danielle.beck@cacpt.org

James Warren, CPT

james.warren@cacpt.org

Associate Representative

Aleshia Kwasny

aleshia.kwasny@cacpt.org

Alberta Representatives

Justin Young, CPT

justin.young@cacpt.org

Ben Misener, CPT

ben.misener@cacpt.org

Daniel Boric, CPT

dan.boric@cacpt.org

Fanshawe Representatives

Nathan Hanas, Jamie Hood, Emily Byford-

Vicari  (First Year)

Ermina Bradaric, James Todd, Collin Kelly, 

Brandon Kortleve, Abigail Miller, Shawn 

O'Reilly, Adam Mikolajczak, Mohammad 

Al-Hatoum, and Gavin Williamson  

 (Second  Year)

Mohawk Representatives 

Robert Marsalla, Paul Clarke, Hanna Hack 

(First Year)

Eric Crapsi, Velimir Lazarevic  

(Second Year)

Olds College Representative

Jherek  Hallett  and  Bryce  Zoche

Langara Representatives

Victoria Salisbury, Lauryn Zosiak, Michelle 

Thai, Sean Montgomery and Justin Jay

CACPT Council Members

goo.gl/dr43vN goo.gl/uZba1w goo.gl/wqMm2c

CANADIAN ASSOCIAT ION OF
CERTIFIED PLANNING TECHNICIANS

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF 

CERTIFIED PLANNING TECHNICIANS

1900 King St. E., P.O. Box 69006

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8K 6R4

director@cacpt.org | 905-975-5099

admin@cacpt.org | 905-578-4681
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