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It is extremely difficult for me to believe that 

I am now heading into my third year as your 

Executive Director.  

I can assure you that I have enjoyed every 

minute serving you and this wonderful 

Association that has given me so much.  I 

look forward to assisting you and your elected 

Council in the 2015 year.

We have completed our 2014 outreach and expect 
to nurture the relationships we have made across 
the country in hopes that we keep growing and stay 
connected with our colleagues in every province.  

Thank you again to everyone who attended our 
workshops or met with us to discuss our outreach 
initiatives and how we can learn and grow from 
one another.

Your 2014/2015 Council met in January and we 
have a few ideas about our upcoming conference.  
Our student representatives were especially 
helpful with some innovative ideas.  We have one 
city and theme in mind, but want to ensure we have 
made the best choice.  Stay tuned in the upcoming 
weeks for our big announcement regarding the 
conference and date.

My predecessor, colleague, mentor and more 
importantly, lifelong friend Diane LeBreton has 
provided all of us with her career story and passed 
on some other tidbits of knowledge.  As you are 
most likely aware, Diane is a Charter member 

of the Association, past member of Council and 
former Executive Director as well as our current 
dedicated Registrar.  Diane has dedicated her life to 
mentoring Planning Technicians and volunteering 
her time to the care and growth of this Association.  
Diane, we are forever in your debt and thank you 
for your diligence, time and knowledge.  

We continue to grow as members and as a 
membership.  I look forward to working with 
our new Council and seeing everyone in the 
classroom, at a workshop or at our conference 
this year.

P3 /  STUDENT ARTICLE 

Circular Cities by Ashley Kirec. 
P5 /  CACPT MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Diane LeBreton. 
P9 /  CREATING A MAP BOOK

Part two of a three part series. 
P12 / MUNICIPALITY SPOTLIGHT

The municipality of Killarney.

    

Executive Director’s
Message

>> GEORGE T. ZAJAC, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CACPT
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I look forward to working with our new Council 
and seeing everyone in the classroom, at a 
workshop or at our Conference this year.

“
”

PROVIDING A VOICE FOR 
PLANNING TECHNICIANS ACROSS CANADA
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The Theme  
“GIS – Emergency Planning and Public Safety”

Professional Development       
     Conference & AGM, 2014

A big heartfelt thank you also to Cathy Burke.  I 
have always contended, Cathy is the backbone of 
this Association and keeps everyone in line and 
reminded of their duties throughout the year.  As 
with every year, she is the person behind the little 
details of the Conference that we all forget about.  
Thank you Cathy.

Also, thank you to the PDC Committee and Council.  
Everybody took part in the Conference and stepped 
up, whether it was helping to set up the night before 
or preparing our handouts and documents for the 
day.  Thank you to Wilson Business Solutions for 
everything, including making us look good.

Much appreciation and a warm heartfelt thank you 
to our morning speakers and workshop volunteers, 
which included, John Fleming, City of London, Dave 
Farnsworth, ESRI Canada, Brian French, Training 
Supervisor, 911, Phil Simm, Upper Thames River 
Conservation Authority, Stephanie Simard, Dillon 
Consulting Limited and Jeff Axisa, Dillon Consulting 

Limited.  Our workshop volunteers included again, 
Brian French, Training Supervisor, 911 and again, 
Dave Farnsworth, ESRI Canada.  

Also, Steve Maddison, Latitude Geographics, my 
longtime colleague and mentor, John Ariens, IBI 
Group, longtime supporter of the Association, Joe 
Marchant, Dillon Consulting Limited, James Horan, 
City of Cambridge, Chris Dewar, City of Cambridge 
and of course, our very own, Sean O’Raw, AECOM.  
You were all so amazing and informative.  Thank 
you as well to our Accountant, Robert Welsh.  His 
presence at our Conference and experience has 
been an asset to our Association.  Also, thank you 
to our IT expert, Chris Kadet.  Again, we thank you 
all for volunteering your time and knowledge.

Congratulations to our 2014 Award Recipients and 
a huge thank you to everyone who attended.  We 
had another fun and informative day.  Attending the 
Conference shows you want to stay connected to 
your colleagues, as well as your career.

THANK YOU SPONSORS

>> GEORGE T. ZAJAC, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CACPT

Congratulations to 
our 2014 Award 
Recipients and a 
huge thank you 
to everyone that 
attended. 

“

”

A big thank you to my Conference Co-Chair David French.  David was instrumental with the choice of 

the venue, the speakers and the Conference theme, GIS- Emergency Planning & Public Safety.  I told 

Council last year that I was going to do it all and yet, they all stepped up and as always, surpassed 

expectations.  Another thank you to Danielle Beck, whom I also consider as a Co-Chair to the 

Conference.  Danielle has done so many of these now, she can plan them in her sleep.  She was a big 

help and I thank them both. >> SEE PAGE 13 FOR AWARD RECIPIENTS, 2014
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In 1898, Ebenezer Howard published his book 
The Garden City. For the planning world, it 
was something most people had never seen 
before. A circular city, with numerous large public 
gardens and green space, six massive boulevards 
spanning from the centre outward, and circular 
roads connecting the ‘belts’ of the city. His city plan 
works from the inside out in a sense that the middle 
of the city begins as a large garden, surrounded 
by large public buildings (including city hall, a 
library, a hospital and entertainment facilities). 
From there, there is a garden belt which connects 
to a large ‘Crystal Palace’ which is where patrons 
can do most of their shopping while also enjoying 
an indoor garden even on the most bitter winter 
days. After the bustling core of the city, there are 
interchanged ‘belts’ of residences and gardens for 
quite a ways. 

When you finally reach the outskirts of town, you 
come to the industrial and agricultural portion 
of the city. Here is where all of the goods are 
manufactured for the city and all the food and 
crops are harvested. Throughout the city, there 
are public learning institutions where people can 
receive all levels of education. 

This plan was never implemented, the city was 
never built and nothing of similar nature was ever 
planned or proposed until 77 years later by a 
man named Jacques Fresco. The Venus Project 
is a plan for a sustainable new world civilization. 
Fresco’s plan has multiple similarities to Howard’s 
Garden City in its layout and design, with the cities 
main buildings in the centre, and the rest of the 
community moving outwards in belts, making it 
almost identical. 

There is, however, one major difference in the 
designs. Fresco’s dream for The Venus Project 

is proposed as a research city that uses the 
most sophisticated resources and construction 
techniques (www.thevenusproject.com). This city 
was designed to operate with minimum energy 
using the cleanest technology, as to not change 
the harmony of nature, and provide a higher 
standard of living. 

The city starts much the same as Howard’s Garden 
City with the central area (a dome in this case) 
consisting of; the cybernated system, educational 
facilities, computerized communications, network 
systems, health and child care facilities. Working 
outwards from there, are the cultural activities such 
as theaters, access centres and entertainment 
centres. Beautifully landscaped areas with lush 
gardens surround all buildings including the 
research facilities and dining amenities, which 
account for the next ‘belt’ layer of the city. 

The final couple layers include 8 residential 
districts; an area set aside for clean sources of 
energy, such as wind generators, solar, geothermal 
and other forms of clean energy. Next are the 
agricultural belts, finally surrounded by an outside 
layer permitted for recreational activities such as 
biking, hiking, golfing, etc. This plan is still very 
much being reviewed and talked about, and it has 
still not been built. 

As a student with a Major in Geography and a 
Minor in Environmental Studies and currently in 
my second year of Urban and Regional Planning 
at Mohawk College, I’m always searching for 
alternatives to neighbourhood design. 

The more I read about both of these plans the more 
I think about how a combination of both could be 
a great alternative or addition to modern designs. 
With such an increase in urban development, there 

must also be a decrease in lush green space. 
Public parks and gardens are a great way to keep 
a city looking vibrant and healthy. They could act 
as a beautiful backdrop to a city landscape instead 
of the other way around, if there was only perhaps 
a different design. 

The idea of the circular city is intriguing. There are 
a few things about the circular design, with the 
main corridors running into the city that could make 
life in the city easier to maneuver. The main roads 
would make for very easy public transportation 
routes. 

This could reduce the cities vehicular traffic by a 
significant amount if the transportation routes were 
made to be efficient. Having a central place for 
people to gather is good in a city and gives a sense 
of community. Having all the government buildings, 
trade centres, hospitals, stores, and entertainment 
in one area, also reduces neighbourhood stress 
by eliminating noise and overcrowding with large 
buildings. Having such areas in the centre of the 
city also makes any location within the city a good 
place to live, since you would never have to travel 
to the other side of town for anything. 

The idea of a circular city with beautiful lush green 
space is exciting. How is it with such an innovative 
idea there are no such large cities in existence? Is 
it because there is no space to create such a large-
scale design from nothing? Is it not adaptable to all 
climates? I’m sure there are many more questions, 
problems and solutions on the topic that need 
further tweaking and adjustment in order to make 
the perfect city.  Even still, the potential of such 
an interestingly designed city being put into action 
is an exciting idea, and I can’t wait to see where 
this can go. 

 Circular Cities

While looking through some planning articles recently, I came across a 

concept that reminded me of something I had once written a paper on 

during my time at McMaster University. 

Sources: http://www.thevenusproject.com/technology/city-systems
http://collagelab.wordpress.com/2011/10/01/recycling-utopias-from-the-garden-city-to-the-venus-project/

Frank Lloyd Wright (1935) “Broadacre City: A New Community Plan” in: LeGrates, R. and Frederic Stout, eds. The City Reader 5th Edition  

>> ASHLEY KIREC,  CACPT COUNCIL STUDENT MEMBER
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It was a little bitter sweet to see our amazing trip to Alberta come to an end.“ ”

On November 13, 2014, George Zajac and I flew 

from Hamilton, Ontario with a destination of Olds, 

Alberta via Calgary airport. The goal was to visit 

Olds College, meet the teachers and students, 

facilitate an “Emergency Planning” workshop, and 

enjoy Alberta. This was the first time since the 

college was accredited in 2012 that an Ontario 

Council member had visited. 

Upon arriving in Calgary, we picked up our rental 
car and made our way to Olds in preparation for 
the workshop the next day.  Leaving Hamilton 
was about minus 10. Arriving in Calgary is was 
minus 24, snowing, windy and not the best driving 
weather. I honestly don’t remember whose great 
idea it was to visit Alberta in November.  The only 
thing I remember from the drive is the look on 
George’s face and the death grip he had on the 
steering wheel. 

We arrived in Olds about 9:00pm Thursday night 
and immediately started to prepare for the next 
day which included putting together emergency 
planning kits for the people attending the workshop, 
which contained things like a bottle of water, whistle 
and flashlight. Friday we headed around the corner 
to Olds College and began preparations for the 
workshop. The school is state of the art, including 
multiple smart boards in each room and tv’s with 
up to date information provided in all halls. A very 
modern and updated educational facility. After some 
technical difficulties, and a bit of help from staff, we 
were able to utilize the smart boards and get the 
presentations and information up and running. 

The first half of the workshop covered what 
CACPT is, what we do and a background of the 
western members in attendance. It was fantastic 
to hear from some local members who included 
Kevin Cianciolo (Stantec, former Secretary of 
CACPT Council), Dan Boric (City of Edmonton) 
and Ben Misener (Brazeau County) impart their 
experience with the CACPT, their schooling and 
background and their current career paths, in 
addition to George and I chiming in from an 
Ontario perspective. 

The students were eager and full of questions on 
the types of things we did in our jobs, what we liked 
or disliked, the difference between private and 
public sectors and the opportunities we have had 
through our experiences. It was personally thrilling 
to see so many people completely engaged and 
dedicated to what they are learning and what they 
want to do with their futures.  We finished off with 
an ice breaker game and took a break. 

The second half of the workshop was presentations 
by Megan Dunn and Julia Eisl from the Town of 
Canmore. Their presentations focused on the 
flooding of the Town of Canmore in 2013 and 
the damage it caused, the emergency facilities 
and coordination that was required and how it 
occurred, the rebuilding of Canmore and their roles 
as volunteers and town staff over the few days of 
the storm and the weeks following. 

The floods in Canmore made the National Post 
and received help from neighbouring towns, 
the RCMP, the Canadian Armed Forces and a 
statement from Prime Minister Harper asked for 
any and all help for the Province of Alberta. 

The presentations explained how the flooding of 
Canmore occurred using Alberta Floor Hazard 
Mapping, how the event was a one in a hundred 
year storm and what the Town learned from the 

disaster. Before and after pictures of Canmore 
and videos during the storm were included in the 
presentations, which really drove home the reality 
and impact that the storm had. 

The workshop ended with some networking time 
and mingling between the staff, faculty, presenters 
and members. Overall, I believe it was a highly 
successful and educational day. 

Saturday we drove into the Rockies and visited 
Canmore. Seeing as how we had heard so much 
about it the day before, we felt that it was something 
we had to see with our own eyes. The Town of 
Canmore cannot be described as anything other 
than quaint. It’s beautifully located in the middle 
of the Three Sister Mountains. The views are 
breathtaking, and we both found ourselves stopping 
and admiring the mountains, the red sky as the sun 
was setting and the architectural developments. 

The end of our coast to coast tour was complete 
and it was a little bitter sweet to see our amazing 
trip to Alberta come to an end. The people we 
met, the friends we made, the places we sought, 
the knowledge that we gained and instilled in 
others, made for a very memorable 4 days!  

>> DANIELLE BECK, CPT, CACPT PRESIDENT  

The final leg of the
      coast to coast trip….

>> WORKSHOP ATTENDEES
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“You are taking that program, you are going to 
end up sitting in some little town office just dealing 
with forms – it’s not you”.  That was my friend from 
school and he and I had just worked on an exciting 
team project of building a working pipe organ 
using physics principles.  Little did he know what a 
fascinating journey I was to embark on as I entered 
the planning profession.  To quote Dr. Seuss 
“Oh the Places You will Go” and also and more 
importantly for me oh the people you will meet.

Before that journey began I was employed in the 
office of a manufacturing firm following graduation 
from secondary school where I was surrounded 
by engineers and engineering technicians. I was 
able to watch them design and to appreciate their 
humour and knowledge. Working in the business 
area I received some good training for a future that 
had political connections as the president would 
dictate letters that I would write to the Prime Minister 
of Canada with concerns as part of his association 
work.  I believe I was fortunate as a teen to become 
part of an adult working environment.  

There soon came a time when I felt that my 
education was limiting for me as I had not taken 
sciences or technical maths so I enrolled at 
Mohawk College to upgrade in those areas.  The 
self-directed teaching was perfect and with the 
help of great instructors I came to love those 
subjects and even got to work on that interesting 
physics project.   

It was there that CACPT founder Harald Langer 
came to describe the community planning program.  
It encompassed many of my interests – drawing 
and art, science and maths, law, architecture and 
nature.   In planning we have to interact with and 

have an understanding of many professions so a 
general interest in many things is always a benefit. 
My first step in the journey involved a summer 
course in Architectural drafting. 

The first words from Professor Surjit Mendiratta 
were that “Form Follows Function” and they still ring 
true to me. As a young woman from an era where 
drafting was really not a consideration in secondary 
school, this preparation course was exhilarating as 
now I was the one at the drafting board. 

Then the leap to the start of the Program where 
the excitement of learning to use set squares and 
slide rules and Leroy sets plus  interesting visits 
to Toronto’s Kensington Market and a mews was 
tempered by the reality of the workload – classes,  
drawings, projects, reports and exams.  Harald 
Langer helped guide me through the anxious 
moments with his support and confidence in both 
me and my classmates’ abilities.  

He always found a way to encourage and he along 
with all instructors helped us develop a strong work 
ethic and the ability to meet challenges.  

So students if you find times to be overwhelming, 
either personally or with work, never be afraid to 
ask for help.  I had a very sad personal situation 
during my time at Mohawk and Harald and the 
counselling department helped me get through 
it – I am always thankful for that. Our class spent 
many long hours together working on projects and 
our small class became bonded together in a very 
special way. 

I was fortunate to secure summer employment at the 
Town of Brantford where I worked part of the time in 
the engineering department and part in the planning 
department. It was a good blend of work and provided 
insight into how Planning Techs engaged with other 
professions.  I even got to put on a hard hat and 
inspect a storm sewer in a new subdivision! 

As a young woman from an era where 
drafting was really not a consideration in 
secondary school, this preparation course 
was exhilarating.

“

”

 CACPT Member       
   Diane 
      LeBreton

>> CONTINUED
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Plus I had a 56% increase in my wages from my 
clerical days – from $80.00 to $125.00 per week!
After graduation I worked as a Planning Technician 
for the Region of Haldimand Norfolk, a lovely 
area near the shores of Lake Erie in Ontario, I 
worked on reports regarding Minister’s Zoning 
Orders where in effect everything was frozen in 
anticipation of the development of two new cities 
in the area.  

It was a very interesting time for the area as it was 
anticipated that it would grow (to my recollection) 
to help alleviate congestion in the now Greater 
Toronto Area but that did not come to be. This 
was my first real job in planning and the Planning 
Director and my co-workers provided me with a 
very supportive environment. 

I then moved to a new challenge when I took the 
Planning position at the Wentworth County Board 
of Education.  It was here that I became the entire 
Planning department for the board.  All 5 foot two of 
me and my little dancing feet were filling the large 
shoes left by Bill Poole another grad from Mohawk 
who moved to the Peel Board of Education.  

Everything seemed large and overwhelming. I was 
the voice of knowledge at Planning Committee 
board and public meetings.  At school my 
academics and initiative had resulted in awards but 
there was one area where I was shaky – literally 
my voice shook, particularly in large group settings,   

Outside of work I was part of a dancing group that 
performed in large arenas, theatres and venues 
but speaking to a large group was another story.  
Perhaps you can relate to this discomfort and you 
too may be comfortable in front of groups playing 
hockey, or playing a musical instrument but balk at 
public speaking. 

Well I knew my career depended on this ability so 
I took a Dale Carnegie course which was popular 
at the time to assist with public speaking and it 
changed my life.  I still am soft spoken but not 
afraid to speak when I am called upon to do so.   If 
you have a similar challenge, don’t be afraid as it 
can be overcome.  It wasn’t long after that I was 
called upon to speak on behalf of the Board at the 

Ontario Municipal Board and at a meeting on the 
White Paper on the Planning Act.  

Around this time I started meeting with the group who 
were working to organize planning technicians and I 
recall those early meetings of CACPT at Don Granger’s 
home with fondness. It was my honour to be part of and 
to learn from such an enthusiastic group.  

It was at the school board where I believe I 
found my calling. It was there that I continued 
to learn to find solutions to problems using my 
own knowledge but also to find other sources of 
information and assistance, not the least being 
other people.  

I learned the importance of the interdependence 
of planning with other professions and also with 
various specialists in the planning field. 

It was necessary to understand how education 
and planning legislation were related and I had the 
opportunity to work closely with school principals 
and superintendents, engineers and maintenance 
staff, solicitors, board accountants and business 
specialists, trustees, residents, planners in local 
and regional municipalities, press, and other 
school board planning techs and planners.  I had 
a wise academic superintendent who graciously 
guided me through the political process.   

I found that my technical abilities as well as my 
planning law knowledge was a true benefit. I even 
had the opportunity to work on an airport runway 
expansion proposal and to assess the impact of  
increased sound on a nearby school. That physics 
and trigonometry came in handy.  

I made an important discovery too, that planning 
wasn’t always about managing growth issues, it 
was also very important to help manage change 
with as little impact as possible.  

Shortly after starting this job, school boards had to 
deal with the unforeseen issue of rapidly declining 
enrolment and what to do with schools initially built 
for the baby boom while at the same time schools 
were needed in new development areas and funds 
were unavailable. 

It was my first encounter with the term “Lies 
Damn Lies and Statistics” and the importance of 
getting your data from reliable sources and to do 
your own homework. During this time I was trying 
to balance planning committee meetings, board 
meetings, school closure meetings with rehearsals 
and classes for my dancing group and personal 
life – it was a busy but good time.

Networking was so important and those working 
in the same positions in the closest neighbouring 
boards were a great resource.  This is something 
that I always tried to repay to others who were in 
similar circumstances.  In those days I attended 
Ontario Association of School Business Officials 
(OASBO) Conferences where I was one of only 
about three women delegates at those very large 
conferences.  Luckily times have changed. 
 
I moved to the Halton District School Board and 
recognized a way to use what I learned from being 
involved with the leaders of CACPT who formed 
an organization that made a difference in the lives 
of Planning Technicians. Their example gave me 
incentive to work with others to form the Planning 
Committee of OASBO.   I was honoured to be the 
first chairperson of that committee.  

We worked together to share knowledge and met 
on a regular basis with each meeting including a 
Professional Development Session. We developed 
lifelong friendships.   

Since many of us were one person planning 
departments we were an invaluable resource to 
one another and helped to make changes locally 
and on a provincial level. The committee still exists 
and is being carried forward by an excellent group 
of professionals.

When I moved to the  Halton Board, one of my 
projects was working with the “Computer Enrolment 
System” where I spent time in the computer 
department near the big reels of tapes spinning  
in the highly air conditioned environment trying 
to eliminate  “bugs” in the enrolment projection 
system.  I even got to work on the personal 
computer at the time – one of the few in the board.  

I made an important discovery too, that planning wasn’t always 
about managing growth issues“ ”

>> CONTINUED



>> 7 2015 SPRING EDITION

The program worked with a data system that tied 
students into a geographic sub school area and 
entered new housing, retention rates and pupil 
yields to calculate projections of the enrolment 
numbers for each school.   How much easier that 
would have been with GIS.  Another friend said to 
me “you are not doing real planning at the board”. 
Well it certainly was in my view! And CACPT 
members work in a variety of employment areas 
doing real planning. 

In addition to enrolment projections, school 
planners and planning technicians are involved in 
many other aspects of planning including technical 
advisory committees, design charrettes, working 
on school needs at a macro and micro level 
using official plans, secondary plans through to 
subdivision and site plans. 

That was when greenfield development was the 
most common form of development.  Intensification, 
while a positive move to preserve farmland and 
allow for more healthy and environmentally friendly 
ways of moving people will provide challenges and 
opportunities for new ways of providing services of 
all kinds.  School planning staffs are also involved in 
commenting on all forms of development applications 
on a daily basis with respect to school concerns and 
the safety of pupils.  The need for sidewalks to 
school from a redevelopment site and  insisting that 
a holding pond not being placed next to a junior 
elementary school site are a couple of examples. 

Changing demographics require constant reviews 
of school boundaries and accommodation (school 

opening and closing, portable placement) which 
becomes a very critical and controversial subject 
needing both short and long term projections.  

Short term means year to year and impacts the 
teachers in the classrooms and the children in 
those classrooms. An accuracy of 20 or 30 pupils 
out of tens of thousands is the goal. Long term 
projections are required for accommodation.   This 
work must be done with utmost care in working with 
data and sensitivity to those impacted by the change. 
These accommodation situations are stories onto 
themselves and something better provided by those 
actually working in the area at present.  

I began the process of obtaining an Environmental 
Studies- Geography degree from Waterloo 
University.  Being in an academic setting was an 
inspiration for further education and I have to thank 
the Halton Board and especially my supervisor 
Gord Dickson and my co-worker Anne Gariscsak 
for all their support during that time.  

Most especially my husband Blair Gerrish who 
supported me through all those ups and downs 
and reading my papers into the middle of the night.  
Blair is also a grad of Mohawk and McMaster.  

I always had an interest in nature and animals 
and the environment but my courses at Waterloo 
helped to bring that interest into a new focus.    

A few years later I became a Provisional Member 
of the Ontario Provincial Planning Association and 
then later became a full member and a MCIP RPP. 

My involvement with the OASBO Planning 
Committee allowed me to work on a number of 
projects and committees many with provincial 
implications, including:

•	The White Paper on the Ontario Planning 
Act – working with Ministry of Education 
staff 

•	The Assessment Committee of the Ministry 
of Revenue chaired by the Assistant 
Deputy Minister, 

•	The Provincial Enrolment Projection 
Committee

•	The electromagnetic fields Issue 

•	The Ad Hoc School Lot Levy Committee 
that led to the implementation of 
Educational Development Charges in 
Ontario,

•	The Government of Ontario Enrolment 
Projection Working Group to investigate 
the enrolment impacts of Secondary 
School Reform (removal of OAC or grade 
13),

•	Representing the Ontario Public School 
Boards Association on the Ontario 
Provincial Policy Statement Five year 
Review.   

In 2002 after 27 years mainly in school board 
planning I had the opportunity to take an early 
retirement that allowed me to pursue different 
opportunities and to spend more time with my 
young daughter Claudia. I was happily on the 

>> CONTINUED
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sidelines watching her pursuit of many activities.  
Claudia is now a nursing student and it is with 
great interest that I see how that profession has 
a strong interest in healthy communities. Donna 
Madden, founding member, Past President of 
CACPT and a long serving, and very committed 
Executive Director of CACPT had left the position 
to take a new planning opportunity.   Upon her 
recommendation the Council accepted me as 
interim Executive Director.  Although I always 
maintained my CACPT membership with pride 
it was a new beginning and homecoming at the 
same time. 

Well this step opened me up to the whole country 
with our members and accredited programs from 
east to west and members stretching to the three 
coasts. What a great opportunity to meet or talk to 
so many CACPT members working in such in such 
varied areas geographically and professionally  
and who were involved in amazing projects across 
the nation.   In those first months Brian Hutchison, 
Past President who had taken over the position of 
Executive Director for a few months while working 
full time, teaching and attending school was a 
strong support to me with his visits and assistance 
on a regular basis.  

It is with great respect that I recognize every 
President and Council Member I worked with over 
the ten years of my “interim appointment”.  They 
freely gave their time and abilities to come together 
to work for the benefit of Planning Technicians 
across the country.  It has been my great pleasure 
to work with all of them and to develop strong 
bonds and friendships with so many fine people.  
I saw them work countless hours on special 
projects, surveys, seminars and of course annual 
conferences where the knowledge and skills of 
our members were enhanced through professional 
development opportunities.  

My one consistent support during my years as 
director was Cathy Burke; from the day we met 
through working together on CACPT for over 
ten years, we made an excellent team. Her 
organization skills, commitment, calm demeanor 
and business sense have been a great support to 
me.  She never backed down from a request and 
always had the flexibility to ensure that notices and 
materials get out within short timelines.  

From my background in education I was especially 
happy to work with the faculty and staff of the 
CACPT accredited programs and assist with 
accreditation of new programs at Langara in B.C. 
and Olds in Alberta. I was fortunate to personally 
meet and work with the Profs at Mohawk and 
Fanshawe and was able to meet the faculty 
members from Olds and COGS when they visited 
the Annual Conferences.  It was also my honour 
to be on the Mohawk College Urban Planning 
Advisory Committee for ten years.  

The students I met at conferences and as reps 
on council, brought enthusiasm, interest, abilities 
and knowledge gained in their courses. They are 
ready for their careers and this bodes well for the 
future of CACPT and for their employers.  I truly 
appreciate the contributions of Laverne Kirkness 
and Russ Schnurr from Fanshawe and Joan 
Keating and Steve Pudsey from Mohawk who 
brought students to the Annual Conference on a 
yearly basis and helped to develop a new growth 
scenario for CACPT. 

Brian Riera often provided the venue at Langara 
for the first CACPT seminars in British Columbia 
which were organized by our BC representatives 
on Council. Unfotunately I was not able to meet 
most instructors and professors at COGS, Langara 
and Olds in person but through discussions with 
them I came to appreciate their commitment to the 
students and their abilities to impart knowledge.  

As I mentioned earlier it was the people I met and 
dealth with not necessarily the places I went that 
were so rewarding for me.  I am so happy that 
our new Executive Director and President have 
had the opportunity in one year to visit all our 
accredited colleges.  As I have mentioned quite 
often in this article, organizations like CACPT help 
members work and learn together and provide 
a voice for our profession.  This is one of the 
benefits of CACPT – if you have questions there 
may be people who have the knowledge to help 
you.   Don’t be afraid to ask and in fact the CACPT 
website has a members question section set up 
for this purpose. 

The Council kindly allow me to retire from the 
position of Executive Director in an expedient 
manner to deal with family illness and that was 
greatly appreciated.  I was still able assist as an 
advisor to the registration committee and I continue 
to be impressed by the applicants to CACPT and 
the work they accomplish on a day to day basis.   
Sadly, we lost our Registrar Dr. Norman Pearson 
this past summer – he was a person who made a 
big difference during his  life. I have accepted the 
position of Registrar and again my little feet have 
very big shoes to fill.

I continue to learn from publications and professional 
development sessions with CACPT and OPPI and 
other organizations. I enjoy visiting redevelopment 
area and cities.    During my tenure with CACPT, I 
was able to begin volunteering with Green Venture 
in Hamilton as environmental matters are of great 
concern to me.  You can also find me at as many 
environmental conferences, seminars and talks as 
I am able to attend.   I also have dusted off some 
dancing shoes and art supplies. With George Zajac 
as Executive Director and President Danielle Beck 
and the Council Members across the country I 
know or have met, I know  the organization is in 
good hands….

>> DIANE LEBRETON, CPT, MCIP, RPP,  
     REGISTRAR, CACPT
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In my previous article I suggested that we end the concept of “one map one mxd” in favour of establishing 

an automated workflow that ensures consistency and prevents the introduction of errors into your maps 

as your project evolves. That article was written to catch your interest into this function and to prepare 

you for today’s article in which I explore how to use data driven pages to create your own mapbooks. 

I find that the most effective way in explaining this process is by explaining the concepts behind it. Your 
mxd/map is made up of two views: the data view and the layout view. The data view is the area in which 
all of the data in your map is contained along with dynamic labels, symbols, cartographic elements, etc. 
An easy way to think of the data view is a box where all of your data is contained, displayed, and arranged 
by you. The layout view’s primary purpose is to house what’s referred to as the dataframe which functions 
similar to a window into the data view where all of your data, symbols, and labels are housed. So, with this 
idea in mind, you combine the two and the dataframe functions as your window into the box where all of 
your data has been stored and data driven pages is an automated process that moves that window around 
the box to display your data in different positions that you’ve defined. 

With the concepts in mind, we can now approach the process of creating that automation. 

As I mentioned in the previous article; generally you would use a mapbook when you need to display 
multiple maps in a series (e.g. mapping features along a river or displaying several areas in close-up within 
a larger region), so one of the first steps in using data driven pages is to consider what you need to show 
and where. You need to think about how your data is best displayed (portrait or landscape orientation, 
rotation angle of your dataframe, size of the dataframe, scale of your map, etc.) and reconfigure your 
titleblock to achieve that. This plays an important role in creating data driven pages as you’re moving the 
dataframe in your titleblock around to display your data. Once you’re satisfied with your titleblock and you’ve 
added all of your data to the MXD, you can start the process of creating your map book.

Introduction to Data Driven Pages:  
Part 2:Creating a Mapbook

Welcome back to my series on Data Driven Pages

>> COUNCILLOR: SEAN O’RAW, CPT 

Sean Patrick O’Raw is an 

Environmental Planner, employed with 

AECOM. His responsibilities centre 

around the preparation and execution 

of Environmental Assessments for 

transportation, transit, resource 

extraction, and other governmental 

undertakings. Much of these projects 

require Geographic Information System 

integration, extensive environmental 

research, data based impact analysis, 

regulatory report preparation, and 

consultation with various stakeholders. 
The first step in creating a mapbook is by creating the feature index layer that I’d mentioned in the previous article. 
A feature index layer is a polygon or a series of polygons that are created in the data view that match the edges 
of your dataframe in the layout view. 

These polygons will be used by arcmap to reposition the dataframe around the data view. The simplest way to 
create the feature index layer is by using the tool called Create Grid Index Feature (which you can find by using 
the search pane in Arcmap or selecting the tool inside the Cartography toolbox). 

This tool is specifically created to automatically make a series of uniform rectangular polygons across an area in 
a grid format. This tool isn’t particularly useful for creating a mapbook across a linear feature (e.g. river or a road) 
but it is the simplest in order to introduce the concept. To help with the process of creating the feature index layer, 
I’ll describe the process in a series of steps. 

CREATING THE MAPBOOK AGES

>> CONTINUED
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1.	 First you need to establish where the shapefile you’re about to create will be saved to.
2.	 You can ignore the Input Features option as this is an advanced way to create a mapbook.
3.	 Select the radio button that refers to using the page unit and scale.  

• This option automatically populates the height and width of you dataframe into the tool 
along with establishing the scale of your dataframe based on the scale you’re currently 
using in the dataframe.

4.	 Skip the next three parameters (scale, polygon width, and polygon height) and move onto 
the X & Y coordinates. 

5.	 These two parameters are used by the tool to place the bottom left corner of the first 
rectangular polygon into the data view. In order to populate these fields, you will need to 
find this location which is easily accomplished.  
• Arcmap dynamically displays the current coordinates of your pointer inside the data view 
and as you move your cursor around within it. You can use this function to hover your 
mouse over a spot inside your data view that will allow your grid to cover the area you 
want to map and use this information to populate these two fields. 

6.	 You now need to tell the tool how many polygons it will create. These polygons are 
created in a grid format so they will be created in columns and rows that form a tight grid.  
• Don’t worry about calculating exactly how many polygons you need to create to cover 
the area you intend to map as you can easily delete unnecessary polygons later in the 
process.

7.	 Leave this parameter to it’s default setting as this is the starting number that the tool will 
use to label each of the polygons you’re going to create.

8.	 Check off the final radio button in the tool
9.	 Click Ok.

Once the tool has been run, you should have a grid of polygons across an area of your map. 
Take some time now to delete those polygons that are outside of the area you want to map and 
save your edits. You’ve now successfully created a feature index layer and are ready to create 
your mapbook using the data driven pages function. 

Return to layout view and enable the data driven pages toolbar. With this toolbar you can select 
this button to call up the data driven pages dialog box and enable the function.

1.	  Ensure you are in the definition tab
2.	 Select the Enable Data Driven Pages radio button
3.	 Select the dataframe you’re enabling data driven pages for (in most cases there should only 

be one dataframe)
4.	 Select the feature index layer that you had created in the previous paragraph.
5.	 Select the name field and number field for these two drop-down menus from the similar 

fields that were created in the feature index layer. 
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1.	 Ensure you are in the definition tab
2.	 Select the Enable Data Driven Pages radio button
3.	 Select the dataframe you’re enabling data driven pages for (in most cases there should 

only be one dataframe)
4.	 Select the feature index layer that you had created in the previous paragraph.
5.	 Select the name field and number field for these two drop-down menus from the similar 

fields that were created in the feature index layer. 

1.	 Select the Extent tab
2.	 For the purposes of this basic overview set-up; under Map Extent select Center and 

Maintain Current Scale because you had already set the scale for the mapbook in the early 
set-up before preparing your data driven pages. 

3.	 Click OK once you’ve set the scale. 
4.	 Once this is complete, your map should reconfigure itself to reflect the new parameters 

and your Data Driven Page toolbar should look something like the image below. Now you 
can click the arrows beside the page name to move along your Feature Index Layer and to 
all of the new maps you’ve created. 

Your mapbook is now enabled and just requires some finishing touches in order for you to complete 
it. The final step is to add dynamic text that adjusts itself to the parameters of your mapbook, such as 
the map number, title, or page count. These options are found on the data driven pages toolbar under 
Page Text and directly relate to the columns we’ve established in our Feature Index Layer.

Simply select the item you want to add to your titleblock from this drop-down menu and drag the newly 
created text box into its proper location. With this text in place, it will now change to reflect the data it’s 
citing from whichever polygon is being used in the Feature Index Layer. 

Finally, you can adjust the page name or number to reflect whatever number or naming system your 
mapbook should be using. To do this, you need to open the attribute table of the feature index layer we 
created and select the current rectangular polygon your map is using. In the attribute table there will be 
a column referring to the page name and another referring to the page number which will both adjust 
to whatever text you enter the cells in order to match the labeling system you’re using for your maps. 
Once you save your edits and stop editing, your mapbook is now done. 

Congratulations!

Through this article you should now understand the basics of how to create 
a simple mapbook. As I had written in the previous article, I hope you’re now 
already thinking of ways to adjust this process to fit other maps or feel the desire 
to experiment with mapbooks to learn the advanced features (such as creating a 
mapbook that isn’t in a grid format). I strongly encourage you to experiment and 
start applying the power of data driven pages to your work and the efficiency that 
it offers. Also, this process that I’ve outlined isn’t the only method in creating the 
neccesary features in order to enable data driven pages. 

If, this process interests you I urge you to use the internet to find methods that 
would best adapt this process into your projects.

In my final article of this series, I intend to offer some of those advanced features 
to you that I’d discovered as I adopted mapbooks into my day to day project work. 
Should you have any questions relating to this or my previous article in this series, 
don’t hesitate to post them in the CACPT forums. Remember, you’re connected to 
a large network of planning technicians and we’re always eager to help each other.
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The Municipality of Killarney is located on the northern shore of Georgian Bay. The municipal boundaries 
of Killarney encompass the geographic townships of Rutherford and George Island, Hansen, Goschen, 
Sale, Attlee, Kilpatrick, Travers, Struthers, Allen and Bigwood in the District of Sudbury, Killarney and part 
of Carlyle in Manitoulin District and the northern part of Henvey in the District of Parry Sound.  In addition 
to the community of Killarney itself, the communities of Hartley Bay and Bigwood, and the ghost towns of 
French River and Key Harbour, are also located within the municipal boundaries. The eastern end of the La 
Cloche Mountain Range is also located within the municipality of Killarney.  

The Municipality of Killarney has a Committee of Adjustment that hears applications for minor variance.  The 
Committee is comprised of all five members of Council.  Variances in Killarney are not very common, over 
the past five years variances considered included increased gross floor area for a sleep cabin, increased 
height for an accessory structure, and reduced exterior side yard.  Throughout the Sudbury East Planning 
Area, increased gross floor area for a sleep cabin and increased height for an accessory structure are the 
most common variances requested.  Consents are considered by the Sudbury East Planning Board, which 
is comprised of two Council members from each area municipality (French River, Killarney, Markstay-
Warren and St.-Charles) as well as two members which are provincially appointed to represent the 
unincorporated townships of the Sudbury East Planning Area for a total of ten members.

Killarney is commonly associated with Killarney Provincial Park, which is a large wilderness park located 
to the east of the village.  The park offers paddling, camping and some of the most famous hiking trails in 
Ontario, traversing the white quartzite rock.

Killarney Village is known as the “gateway to the North Channel” and provides a safe harbour for boaters 
on Georgian Bay.  The area is rich in history and natural heritage.  For those interested in local history, 
there are two ghost towns located within the Municipality of Killarney as well as several lighthouses, which 
the municipality has petitioned the federal government to declare as Heritage Lighthouses.  Portions of the 
French and Key Rivers also flow through the municipality, providing opportunities for ecotourism.

WHERE IS IT?

WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON ISSUES FACED BY 
THE COMMITTE OF ADJUSTMENT/PLANNING BOARD?

WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST ATTRACTIONS

Municipality Spotlight
       Killarney

WHAT MAKES THE MUNICIPALITY UNQUE?

>> KILLARNEY PROVINCIAL PARK

>> SUSAN VOTOUR

>> FOR MORE INFORMATION

More information about the Municipality of Killarney 
can be found on the municipality’s website at 
www.municipalityofkillarney.ca

“Municipality of the Month” is provided courtesy 
of the Ontario Association of Committees of 
Adjustment and Consent Authorities (OACA).

>> THE MUNICIPALITY OF KILLARNEY
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Tenure Awards
35 Years
Joan Keating

25 Years
Rob Armstrong
Trudy Gravel

Robert Hemple
Glen Williams

		

20 Year
Brian Hutchison
Barry Murphy
Paul Toffoletti

15 Years
Kitty Bavington

Tim Fisher
Dean Smith

	

10 Years
Mark Browning
Heather Garrett

David Grabowski
C. Randy Hills
Adam Huycke

Deborah McCabe
Brian Nagata

Geoffrey Romanowski
Russ Schnurr

James Stevenson
Lisa Thomson
Debbie Waite

	

5 Years
Wilrik Banda

Brian Blackmere
Steve Boich

Marc Brulotte
Heather Ireland
Melissa Nottley

Sean O’Raw
Mike Perrin

Latoya Powder
Alistar Shields
Katrine Stone
Philip Thibert
Emma Tillery

Mardi Turgeon
Chris Veres

Susan Votour
Richard Walker

Michael Zipf

Merit Awards

Technical Employer of the Year
AECOM

Municipal Employer of the Year
City of London

Design
Jonathan Hann – Barton-Tiffany Neighbourhood, Hamilton

Dr. Norman Pearson
Bursary 2014 
Carissa Philippe
Centre of Geographic Sciences
Nova Scotia Community College, Certificate in GIS/Planning:
Land Information Technology Program, Halifax, NS

James Gilbert
Fanshawe College, GIS & Urban Planning Program
London, ON

Ashley Kirec
Mohawk College, Urban & Regional Planning
GIS Program, Hamilton, ON

College Award Winners 
Presented during the year 
Award Of Excellence:
Kirsten Harrison
Centre of Geographic Sciences
Nova Scotia Community College, Certificate in GIS/Planning 
Land Information Technology Program, Halifax, NS

Matt Kyle
Fanshawe College, GIS & Urban Planning Program, London, ON

Arash Oturkar
Mohawk College, Urban & Regional Planning GIS Program, Hamilton, ON
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PRESIDENT

DANIELLE BECK, CPT
president@cacpt.org

VICE PRESIDENT

DAVID FRENCH, CPT
vicepresident@cacpt.org 

REGISTRAR

DIANE LEBRETON, CPT, MCIP, RPP
registration@cacpt.org

SECRETARY

MELISSA NOTLEY, CPT 
secretary@cacpt.org

TREASURER

SEAN O’RAW, CPT 
treasurer@cacpt.org 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

GEORGE T. ZAJAC, CPT, MCIP, RPP
director@cacpt.org

ADMINISTRATION

CATHY BURKE
admin@cacpt.org

COUNCILLORS AT LARGE 

BRIAN HUTCHISON, CPT
brian.hutchison@cacpt.org
SARA ROGERS
sara.rogers@cacpt.org
KRIS ORSAN
kris.orsan@cacpt.org

ASSOCIATE REPS

MIR AHSAN ALI TALPUR

BC REPS

MERCEDES BRAUN, CPT
mercedes.braun@cacpt.org

ALBERTA REPS

KEVIN CIANCIOLO, CPT
kevin.cianciolo@cacpt.org 
BEN MISENER, CPT 
ben.misener@cacpt.org

FANSHAWE REPS

JAMES ROBERTSON
JOSEPH LIBERATORE
KYLE FOOT
KIERON EVANS 

MOHAWK REPS

ASHLEY KIREC
MARTIN SAWIKI
PATRICK VUSIR
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CRYSTAL L’HOMME
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CACPT Executive

CACPT Accredited Programs CACPT Updated Members

PROVIDING A VOICE FOR 
PLANNING TECHNICIANS ACROSS CANADA

THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION
OF CERTIFIED PLANNING TECHNICIANS
1900 King St. E., P.O. Box 69006
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada L8K 6R4

PHONE: 905-578-4681
E-MAIL: director@cacpt.org
WEB: www.cacpt.org

FANSHAWE COLLEGE 
Urban & Regional Planning Technology (GIS/CAD)  
MOHAWK COLLEGE 
Urban and Regional Planning Technician with GIS 
COLLEGE OF GEOGRAPHIC SCIENCES 
Planning Land Information Technology
LANGARA COLLEGE 
Applied Urban and Regional Planning Program
OLDS COLLEGE 
Rural Land Use Planning Major/Land and Water Resources

>> ACCREDITED PROGRAMS NOT CURRENTLY IN OPERATION

HOLLAND COLLEGE 
NORTHERN ALBERTA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
SHERIDAN COLLEGE 

>> NEW COLLEGE PROGRAM IN OPERATION - ACCREDITATION PENDING

FANSHAWE COLLEGE 
Integrated Land Planning Technologies (Bachelor’s Degree)

>> FULL MEMBERS

BRIAN BONNER, City of Mississauga
CATHERINE HOWELL, City Of Mount Pearl
PAM HUOT, Stantec
NEIL LOVITT, Scotian Windfields
JANINE MASTRONARDI, Town Of Amherstburg
MORGAN MCLEOD, Town Of Beaumont
TRACY TUCKER, IBI Group

>> ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

KATELYN CAPONE
DANIEL NAMISNIAK, IBI Group
TOMASZ WIERZBA, County of Simcoe

>> STUDENT MEMBERS

NATASHA HARGREAVES,  COGS


